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CHOWDHURY  MUEEN- UDDIN 1

This  note  sum maris es  the  evidence  and  reference s  published  so  far  to

establish  that  Chowdhury  Mueen- Uddin  – a  citizen  of  UK, the  vice- chair  of

East  London  Mosque  and  Treasure r  of  Muslim  Aid  -  was  involved  in  war

crimes  during  the  1971  Banglades h  War  of  Independ e nc e .

Backgr ou n d:

After  the  independ e n ce  of  India  in  1947,  Pakistan  was  divided  into  two

wings  – East  and  West  Pakistan.  The  people  of  East  Pakistan  - who  were

predomina n tly  Bengali  –  increasingly  felt  economically  and  culturally

oppress ed  by  West  Pakistan.  In  1970,  the  political  party,  the  Awami

League ,  which  repres en te d  the  aspira tions  of  those  in  East  Pakistan  who

sough t  grea t er  autono my  won  the  elections  for  the  whole  of  Pakistan.

However ,  the  West  Pakistan  leaders  refused  to  establish  the  parliamen t ,

and  on  the  night  of  25  March  1971  its  army  initiated  a  military  crackdown

name d  “Operation  Searchlight”  in  Dhaka,  killing  thousa nds  of  people  in

the  city  including  studen t s  in  Dhaka  University  campus . 2  This  was  the

beginning  of  the  war  that  resulted  in  the  crea tion  of  Banglades h  out  of

what  was  East  Pakistan.  It  is  known  as  the  Banglade sh  Liberation  War  or

War  for  the  Independ e nc e  of  Banglades h .  During  the  war,  there  were

widespr e ad  killings  of  the  civilians  and  other  atrocities. 3  Towards  the  end

of  the  War,  a   section  of  the  intellectual  commu nity  of  East  Pakistan  were

murder ed ,  allegedly  by  the  AL-Badr  force,  the  militia  wing  of  local

collabora tors  of the  Pakistani  army. 4 

Chowdh ur y  Mue e n- Uddin’s  role  in  Bangl ad e s h  Genoc id e :

In  March  1971,  Chowdhury  Mueen- Uddin,  a  journalist  at  the  Daily

Purbodesh ,  was  an  active  membe r  of  the  Islami  Chaatra  Sangha  (ICS)  –

the  student  wing  of  the  Jammat- I-Islami   which  actively  oppos ed

Banglade sh  liberation  war  and  aided  the  Pakistani  military.  

In  August  1971,  the  Jamaa t- e- Islami,  according  to  its  own  newspap er  the

Daily  Sangra m ,5 set  up  the  Al-Badr  Squad  comprising  member s  of  the  ICS

to  violently  comba t  the  forces  suppor ting  Banglades h’s  liberation.  Mueen-

Uddin  becam e  a  memb er  of  the  Al-Badr.  

Evide nc e s :

A.  In  1995,  in  a  Channel  4  docume n t a r y 6 ,  resear ch er s  presen t e d  a  series

of  evidenc e  and  eyewitnes s e s  that  directly  implicat ed  Chowdhury  Mueen-

Uddin  as  the  leader  of  the  gang  in   at  least  two  disappe ar a n c e s  and

killings,  and  one  attem pt e d  disappe ar a nc e .
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1.  Abduction  and  disappe ar an c e  of   Mofazzal  Haider  Chaudhury,  Dhaka

University  Professor  of  Bengali

A family  memb er  presen t  at  the  scene  states :  “they  storme d  into  the

house  brandishing  guns  and  with  gamchas  over  their  faces.  While  being

taken  away,  [Prof  Chaudhury]  pulled  down  the  gamcha  from  one  of  the

men’s  faces,  I recognise d  him  immedia t ely.  It  was  Mueen- Uddin;  I knew

him  becaus e  he  used  to  come  to  our  house  to  study.” 7 

2.  Abduction  and  disappe ar an c e  of  Serajuddin  Hossain,  Journalist  

Serajuddin  Hossain’s  wife  identified  Chowdhury  Mueen- Uddin  as  one  of

the  men  who  took  her  husba nd. 8

3.  Attempte d  Abduction  of  Ataus  Samad,  BBC Journalist

It  is  known  tha t  Mueen- Uddin  was  involved  in  attem pting  to  abduc t  BBC

journalist  Ataus  Samad.  Two  tenan t s  were  woken  up  by  a  gang  of  men

and  saw  the  faces  of  the  leader .  After  independ e nc e ,  when  a  photograp h

of  Mueen- Uddin’s  face  was  published  they  both  recognised  him  as  the

man  leading  the  abduc tions,  that  night . 9  

B .  Case  Filed  in  Banglade sh  with  subse que n t  case  state m e n t s  by  the

intelligence  agency:

Farida  Banu,  younger  sister  of  Professor  Giasuddin  Ahmed,  filed  a  case  in

this  connec tion  with  Ramna  Police  Station  in  Banglades h  on  Septe m b er

24,  1997  agains t  two  Al-Badr  cadres- -Chowdhury  Mueen- Uddin  and

Ashrafuzzam a n- -for  killing  her  brother  on  Decemb er  14  in  1971 ,10

resulting  in  a  police  investigation  by  the  Criminal  Investiga tion

Depart me n t  (CID).  The  investiga tion  repor t  name d  Mueen- Uddin  as  one  of

the  prime  accuse d  in  relation  to  abduction  and  disappe a r a nc e  of  eight

Dhaka  University  professors  on  that  night  including  Prof  Ahmed. 11

According  to  the  case  stat em e n t ,  on  14  Decemb er  1971,  Al-Badr  membe rs

Mueen- Uddin  and  Ashrafuzzam a n  picked  up  Giasuddin  Ahmed  from

Muhsin  Hall  premis es,  blindfolded  him  and  whisked  him  in  a  microbus  to

an  undisclos ed  location.  He  never  came  back.  

C.  Newspap er  reports  immedia t ely  after  the  intellectual  killings  naming

Mueen- Uddin  as  the  prime  suspec t  based  on  confessions  by  captur ed  Al-

Badr  leaders.

Banglade sh  Obsever  report ed  on  Decembe r  29 th ,  1971,  “Chowdhury

Mainuddin,  a  me mb er  of  the  banned  fanatic  Jamaa t- e- Islami,  has  been

described  as  the  “operation- in-charge”  of  the  killing  of  intellectuals  in

Dhaka  by  Abdul  Khaleq,  a  captur ed  ring  leader  of  the  Al-Badr  and  office

beare r  of  the  Jamaat- e- Islami.”

New  York  Times  reports  on  2  January  2  1972  – “to  his  fellow  report er s  on

the  Bengali- language  paper  where  he  worked,  Chowdhury  Mueenuddin

was  a  pleasa n t ,  well-mann er ed  and  intelligent  young  man…ther e  was

nothing  exceptional  about  him  excep t  perha ps  that  he  often  received
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telephone  calls  from  the  leader  of  a  right- wing  Moslem  political  party .  But,

investiga tions  in  the  last  few  days  show  that  those  calls  were  significant .

For  Mr.  Mueenuddin  has  been  identified  as  the  head  of  a  secre t,

comm an do  like  organization  of  fantatic  Moslems  tha t  murdere d  several

hundred  prominen t  Bengali  professors,  doctors,  lawyer  and  journalists  in  a

Dhaka  brick  yard.  Dressed  in  black  sweate r s  and  khaki  pants,  membe rs  of

the  group,  known  as  Al-Badar,  rounded  up  their  victims  on  the  last  three

nights  of  the  war…Their  goal,  captur ed  memb ers  have  since  said,  was  to

wipe  out  all  Bengali  intellectuals  who  advoca t e d  independ e nc e  from

Pakistan  and  the  creation  a  of  a  secular,  non  Moslem  state .”  

Muee n  Uddin’ s  Pos t  Indep e n d e n c e  Rehabil i t a t i o n  in  the  Unit ed

Kingdo m :

Soon  after  the  war,  Mueen- Uddins’s  involvem en t  in  the  intellectual  killings

came  to  light  and   several  newspa p er s  including  the  New  York  Times

published  articles  alleging  that  he  was  the  Operation- in-Charge 12  of  the

killings.  Although  the  authoritie s  sought  Mueen- Uddin’s  arrest  in

connec tion  with  these  allegations,  he  however  manag e d  to  evade  arrest

and  investiga tion,  and  travelled  to  the  UK where  he  ultimately  obtained

residence  and  nationality  without  disclosing  his  past  antece d en t s .  Once  in

London,  along  with  other  memb er s  of  the  Jamaat- e- Islami  who  had

escape d  to  London,  he  set  up  the  Dawat u l  Islam 13  which  was  in  effect

the  UK front  of  the  Jamaat 14 .  A split  subsequ e n t ly  took  place  amongs t  the

leader ship  of  Dawatul  Islam,  and  Mueen- Uddin  then  establishe d  Islamic

Forum  Europ e ,  which  continues  to  be  the  UK front  of  the  Jamaa t- e-

Islami. 15   As  recently  as  November ,  2007,  Islamic  Forum  Europe  invited

the  head  of  Jamaat- e- Islami,  Matiur  Rahman  Nizami,   anothe r  alleged  war

criminal,  from  Banglades h  to  their  event s  as  special  gues t s.  Mueen-

Uddin’s  base  was  however  East  London  Mosqu e  –  and  he  beca m e  its

Vice  Chairman  in  the  1990s 16 .  Till this  day  he  is  Vice- Chair  of  this  mosque .

Mueen- Uddin  also  beca m e  active  as  Treasure r  (former  Chairman)  of

Muslim  Aid  UK17  [See  Annexe- II];   Deputy  Director  of  Leicest er  based

Islamic  Founda t i o n ;  and  the  Special  Editor  of  We ekly  Dawa t .18

Chowdhury  Mueen- Uddin’s  rehabilitation   continued  as  Governme n t

decided  to  engage  with  Muslim  Council  of  Britain  in  the  name  of  engaging

with  Muslims.   In  2003,  Prince  Charles  visited  Islamic  Founda tion  heade d

by  Mueen- Uddin. 19
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